The Beal Scholarship

The Beal Scholarship is a four-year scholarship awarded to a graduating senior of Hayesville High School.  The scholarship will have a value of $10,000.00 the first year and is renewable at $10,000.00 per year for the next three consecutive years.  

The Beal Scholarship will be awarded to a well-rounded student with a distinguished scholastic record, focusing on the areas of 

· Academic achievement

· Leadership

· Need

· Citizenship

Any Hayesville High School senior who has attended the school for a minimum of two (2) years, is enrolled in the College Preparatory curriculum and who will graduate at the end of their senior school year may apply for the Beal Scholarship.

Guidelines:  

1. The Beal Scholarship grant may be applied to any accredited four-year college or university program, or to a two-year college, provided a bachelor’s degree is to be eventually obtained.

2. The grant must be applied to a Baccalaureate degree program commencing with the freshman year and cannot be deferred to a graduate program.

3. The grant must begin the fall semester following high school graduation.

4. The grant will be allocated in the amount of $5000.00 per semester for eight consecutive [fall and spring] semesters over a four-year period if the recipient remains eligible.   

5. The recipient must be enrolled as a full-time student during each semester the grant is awarded.

6. The grant is renewable for three years after the freshman year based on the maintenance of a 2.5 Quality Point Average and status as a full-time student.

Selection:  The Beal Scholarship will be awarded to a senior student selected by a three-phase selection process.

1. The first phase of selection will consist of an application that will describe the applicant’s participation in athletics, organizations and other school activities, employment outside of school, volunteer community service and academic record.  The Hayesville High School Guidance and Scholarship Committee will review the applications and verify their authenticity.  The application must be submitted by March 31 or the Friday prior to that date if March 31 falls on a Saturday or Sunday.

Additionally, the application shall name the teacher who has been the most influential on the student’s life during his or her time at Clay County Schools.  The teacher named shall be the subject of the essay described in the third phase of the application process.  Any teacher on the Guidance and Scholarship Committee who is also named in a student’s application as a student’s most influential teacher shall excuse himself or herself from the Guidance and Scholarship Committee during the Beal Scholarship determinations.

2. The second phase of selection will consist of the Hayesville High School Guidance and Scholarship Committee determining five (5) finalists by ranking the applicants from highest to lowest based on academic achievement, financial need and citizenship.  In case of a tie, grade point averages, or GPA, will serve as a tie breaker

3. The third phase of selection will consist of a second application by the five (5) finalists which includes.

· An essay about a pre-selected topic.

· A second essay about the teacher who has been most influential during his or her years as a student, named in the first phase of the application.

· Two references from outside employers or members of the community.

· Financial need information.

The second application will be reviewed by the Beal Scholarship Committee that will also conduct interviews with the five (5) finalists and will announce the recipients, to wit:

· The fourth runner-up will receive a $500.00 one-time scholarship that is to be used to defray tuition expenses during the academic year immediately following high school graduation.

· The third runner-up will receive a $1000.00 one-time scholarship that is to be used to defray tuition expenses during the academic year immediately following high school graduation, to be split between the fall and spring semesters.

· The second runner-up will receive a $2500.00 one-time scholarship that is to be used to defray tuition expenses during the academic year immediately following high school graduation, to be split between the fall and spring semesters.

· The first runner-up will receive a $5000.00 one-time scholarship that is to be used to defray tuition expenses during the academic year immediately following high school graduation, to be split between the fall and spring semesters.

· The top ranked finalist will be awarded the Beal Scholarship, a four-year scholarship of $10,000.00 per year.  

The Beal Scholarship Committee will also select the recipient of the Hugh Scott Beal Award of Excellence in Teaching from among the teachers nominated by the five finalists and will base the selection on the finalists’ essays describing their teacher nominees.  The Award of Excellence shall be a $1,000.00 cash payment to said teacher.

