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OCCUPATIONAL COURSE OF STUDY GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Students enrolled in the Occupational Course of Study (OCS) must have a current Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that guides their progress through high school.  This course of study is designed to help students learn the skills necessary to achieve and maintain life-long employment.  Since OCS courses are as rigorous as those of the Standard Course of Study, OCS graduates receive the same high school diploma as their Standard Course of Study counterparts.  However, because of the employment focus of the Occupational Course of Study, its graduates are not prepared to enter a four-year college program upon completion of high school, but they are qualified and encouraged to seek additional training opportunities at a community college or technical school.  

Occupational Course of Study requirements:

	Freshman Year
	Sophomore Year
	Junior Year
	Senior Year

	Occupational English I is a course designed to help students apply reading, writing and oral skills to effectively interpret and express factual and functional information.  1 unit.
	Occupational English II gives students the skills to analyze and employ effective communication strategies in daily living and employment settings.  1 unit.
	Occupational English III students expand their reading, writing, speaking and listening proficiency in order to demonstrate the skills necessary to succeed in work and daily living environments.  1 unit.
	Students in Occupational English IV integrate oral, written and visual skills to communicate effectively in a variety of daily living and employment situations.  1 unit.

	Occupational Math I students acquire computational, financial management, measurement, independent living and technology skills through hands-on and cooperative activities.  1 unit.
	Occupational Math II emphasizes application and problem solving in the areas of financial management, reading and interpreting schedules, time & measurement and independent living.  1 unit.
	Occupational Math III emphasizes the application of skills previous learned.  In this course students demonstrate the application of the skills in the community and in places of employment.  1 unit.
	

	Occupational Preparation I introduces students to the fundamental attitudes, behaviors and habits needed to obtain and maintain employment in their career choices and make career advancements.  Students will be involved in school-based work activities.  1 unit.
	Occupational Preparation II is designed to allow students to develop skills generic to all career choices.  Job seeking skills will be refined.  During the course of Occupational Preparations I and II, students will complete at least 300 hours of work in a school-based enterprise.    2 units.
	Occupational Preparation III is a continuation of the sophomore course and incorporates at least 240 hours of work-based learning that may include community-based training, job shadowing and sampling, internships, cooperative education and apprenticeships.  2 units. 
	Occupational Preparation IV gives students the opportunity to synthesize previously acquired occupational skills and apply them to their personal career choice.  Students are required to complete at least 360 hours of competitive employment in a community setting.  1 unit.

	Life Skills Science I  students apply healthy living and safety skills to various home, community and workplace situations.  Students will also receive instruction in first aid and assessing medical care.  1 unit.
	Life Skills Science II  students develop healthy relationship skills and a functional knowledge of earth, environmental and physical sciences in order to apply these concepts to daily living situations.   1 unit.
	
	

	Social Studies I incorporates the study of United States government and history.  1 unit.
	Social Studies II teaches students the skills necessary for self-advocacy and problem solving.  1 unit.
	
	

	Health and Physical Education.  1 unit.
	
	
	

	2 elective* units.
	2 elective* units.
	4 elective* units.
	2 – 6 elective* units.

	*Electives:  Students must select at least 4 elective Career and Technical Education courses related to career and personal interests and IEP goals.   Additional electives are chosen from those offered through the Standard Course of Study and should also reflect career and personal interests and IEP goals.  It is recommended that OCS students take at least one arts elective during high school.


Students enrolled in the Occupational Course of Study must earn at least 28 units and pass appropriate state tests in order to graduate from Hayesville High School.


