DRUG SCREENING POLICY FOR ATHLETES

Mission Statement

The Clay County Board of Education strongly believes that the use and abuse of drugs that are not prescribed for medical conditions can be detrimental to the physical, emotional, and mental health of its student athletes.  It is further believed that this use and abuse seriously interferes with the performance of students as athletes, is dangerous to the student athlete and his/her teammates, and creates an unfair and damaging stigma for those student athletes who do not use or abuse drugs.  It is from these concerns that an athletic drug-screening program is initiated for the Clay County Schools.
Goals

· To educate Clay County Schools athletes about the dangers and problems associated with drug use or abuse. 

· To prevent drug use or abuse by student athletes.

· To identify any student athlete who may be using or abusing drugs and to determine the identity of the drug(s). 

· To educate student athletes who are found to be using or abusing drugs of the effect drugs have on their physical, emotional, and mental well being and the possible adverse effect upon the athletic team and its members.

· To provide opportunities for counseling and treatment for any student athlete who is determined to be using or abusing drugs.

· To remove the stigma of drug use or abuse from those student athletes who do not use drugs.

· To develop a drug free athletic program that produces student athletes who can serve as role models and influence their peers to lead healthy and responsible lives.

Procedures

At the beginning of a particular sport season (which begins on the first official practice date before the first competition), all students who desire to participate in the sport must present to the head coach a signed consent form which authorizes the school to exercise drug testing and to release the results of the testing to administrative officials, parents or guardians, the athletic director, and the head coach of the sport in which the athlete participates.  

Random testing shall be administered to student-athletes at any time during the sport season.  The decision as to when athletes will be tested will be made by the principal and the athletic director.  Eligible students will be chosen at random by a lottery-type selection in which all athletes’ names in a particular sport will be placed in the group from which those tested will be selected.  Testing will consist of a student-athlete providing a urine sample at the school, at a place designated by the principal under the direction of the principal and the athletic director, or their designated representatives and a representative of the firm, which will do the test.  School personnel will supervise but will not assist with the actual testing.  Privacy will be protected.  Specimens will be processed for identity and will be secured through a chain of custody to ensure against sample tampering.  If follow-up testing is requested as a result of a positive sample, the follow-up sample will be taken at the laboratory of the selected firm.  Transportation of the student to and from the laboratory will be provided by the school, and all expenses of the follow-up test will be borne by the student.

The testing lab shall report all testing results to the principal.  The principal will then report any positive results to the athletic director who will then report the findings to the head coach of the sport in which the students participates.  The principal shall be the only official who will see the actual results of the testing.

All coaches, assistant coaches, and volunteer coaches shall also participate in the random drug testing.  Refusal of a coaching staff member to participate will prevent him or her from coaching.  If any coach, assistant coach or volunteer coach tests positive, his or her duties will immediately be terminated and he or she shall not resume coaching until approved by the board of education

Although the drug testing program is intended to be a random process, an active--i.e., currently participating in a sports season--student athletes may be tested based on reasonable suspicion if two or more school staff members present to the principal evidence of physical conduct or acts that are both inconsistent with the student’s usual behavior and consistent with being under the influence of drugs, narcotics, or hallucinogenic substances.  

Results of Positive Testing

First Positive:  The student athlete and his or her parents or guardians will be notified.  The student will not be allowed to participate in any contest or practice of the sport for the remainder of that sport season from the date that positive results are received by the principal in order that the following can be arranged.

The student and the parents or guardians must meet with the principal and the head coach of the sport in which the student is involved to discuss the potential problem.

The student and the parents or guardians must sign an agreement for the student to undergo counseling for a minimum of three weeks at the expense of the parent or guardian and sign a form releasing Clay County Schools from any liability for injury or illness resulting from drugs or treatment.  Parents or guardians shall be expected to attend counseling sessions with a counselor approved by the Board of Education with their student.  After the counseling is completed the student athlete shall be retested.  If the test is negative, the student shall be allowed to continue participating in athletics during the next sport season, but shall be subject to further testing.  If either the student or his or her parents or guardians refuse to sign the agreement or medical release form or if the student fails to undergo counseling as set forth, such failure will cause the student to be removed from all team sports until such time as compliance with these procedures has been shown.

If an athlete tests positive in one sport, before the student may participate in any activities of another sport in that school year, the principal shall present the coach with a negative test result from the same lab in which all athletes are tested, at the athlete’s expense.  If the test is negative, the athlete shall be subject to the rules of the athletic department that pertains to participation in overlapping sports seasons. 

Second Positive:  If at any time during the school year a student is tested at random or for other reasons, and the results are a second positive, his or her parents or guardians shall be notified immediately.  Students shall be suspended from participation in all team sports for one calendar year from the date the results are received by the principal.  The parents or guardians shall sign an agreement to participate, with the student, in further counseling for a four-week period at the expense of the student and parents or guardians.  This counseling shall be with counselors approved by the Board of Education.  After the four-week counseling period, the student shall be retested at the expense of the student and parents or guardians.  If the results are negative, the student shall be reinstated to participate in sports at the conclusion of the one-year suspension and the parents shall sign a form releasing the school system from liability for injury or illness.  The student shall be subject to additional drug testing.  If either the parents or student refuse to sign the agreement or medical release form, or if the student refuses to attend counseling, the student shall not be readmitted to the athletic program after the one-year suspension until such time as the provisions of this section are met.

In the event a student believes this policy has not been applied to him or her in a manner consistent with the intent of the Board of Education, he or she has the same rights of grievance and appeal as provided by Board of Education policy and written in the student handbook.    

This policy is intended to supplement the existing Clay County Schools Athletic Policy.  All Clay County Schools athletes will be expected to follow this policy, the Clay County Schools Athletic Policy, and all North Carolina High School Athletic Association eligibility requirements.

